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who is his Foreign Secretary an instrument of peace. For, to weaken France by an actively hostile combination would be to prevent her helping* forward Pitt's policy of balancing the Prussian and Russian power. Hirsinger therefore still hopes that England's antagonism to France is only that of a trade rival. Before January is out, another diplomatic reconnaissance has been ordered by the French foreign Minister, De Lessart. This was conducted by two eminent amateurs in diplomacy, neither of them officially accredited to the English court. One of the pair was a bishop of Louis XVI/s appointment, transformed by his training from a cleric into Napoleon's future Foreign Minister. An early accident, causing lifelong lameness, had disqualified Talleyrand for the army. Choosing the Church for a career, he had prepared himself for the bishopric of Autun by associating with the primates of Narbonne, of Toulouse and other divines who occupied the box at Madame de Montespan's private theatre reserved for le clergg un pen dissipL He had fitted himself for republican employment by proposing in the Tiers 6tat, loth October 1789, the confiscation of church property as a cure for national bankruptcy. He had long been on the lookout for scandals that might tell against the monarchy. The use made by him of what he had picked up in the affair of the diamond necklace, undoubtedly gave a fresh impetus to the revolutionary spirit. Scenting blood in the republican atmosphere, he welcomed the chance of employment abroad, in England first, in America afterwards. While he was yet only in training for his position as a chief minister of the Directory, and of the Consulate before the
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